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1. Introduction
Bromoxynil is a nitrile herbicide, widely used in the region for annual weed control. Its
application creates environmental contaminations. For instance, it was detected in air
samples [1], water samples [2], and soil samples [3]. It application may create health
problems [4]. Furthermore, bromoxynil has been reported as a toxic agent to important
green algae in the ecosystem [5], more over, it is recently indicated that bromoxynil was
among eight-herbicide mixture, that produced negative effects on microbial communities
even at low concentrations [6].
Application of commercial formulations of bromoxynil (emulsion concentrate, and/or
suspension concentrate) in the ecosystem may induce species shifts within the communities
and could affect the structure and the function of the aquatic communities [7].
Several methods have developed to remove organic pollutants from water. This includes
adsorptive techniques [8], photochemical methods [9-11] activated carbon [12], carbon
nanotubes [13], gamma-MnO2 [14] and combined nano MgO-nanofiltration technique [15].
Worldwide, very little information about removal of bromoxynil from water are available,
beside the fact that no attempt has been made in Gaza to remove or attenuate bromoxynil
concentration in the ecosystem.
The objectives of this study are: 1) to design suitable organo-clay complexes and 2) to
optimize the aquatic pH to enhance removal of bromoxynil from water.

2. Materials and methods
Materials. Ca2+-bentonite clay (M48) with cation exchange capacity (CEC) equivalent to 960
mmol(+) kg-1 (= 0.96 meq g-1) [16] was used. The organic salts used are: N-cetylpyridinium
bromide (NCP+Br-) and N-hexadecyl tributylphosphonium bromide (HDTBP+Br-). The
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organic pollutant used is Bromoxynil (HPLC grade, 3,5-dibromo-4-hydroxybenzonitrile).
Those materials were purchased from Sigma Chemical Co., Germany.
Synthesis of organo-Bentonite complexes. The organo-Bentonite complexes were synthesized
by simple ion-exchange reaction. In this procedure, 5 mmol of the solid organic salt was
added to 1L of 1% (w/v) aqueous suspension of Bentonite clay (M48) under stirring
conditions for 3 days [16].
Bromoxynil stock solution was prepared by dissolving 31 mg in 2-3 mL methanol and
diluting to 1 L with deionized water.

2.1. Removal of bromoxynil from water
In this experiment 0.5 mg of bromoxynil was added to various glass centrifuge tubes
containing 10 mg of different organo-Bentonite. The tubes were shaken for 48h and then the
supernatants were collected by centrifugation at 20000g. The remaining concentration of
bromoxynil in the supernatants were determined by HPLC.

2.2. Influence of bromoxynil concentrations on the removal process
Thirty ml of bromoxynil concentrations ranged between 0.66-31 mg/L were transferred to 30-mL
glass centrifuge tubes containing 0.005 g organo-Bentonite. The tubes were kept under continuous
rotary agitation for 48 hours to maintain aqueous suspension during the experimental time. This
experiment was maintained at pH7. Control samples were made by performing the same
procedures under the same conditions without adding the organo-Bentonite to each tube. The
aqueous solutions were collected by centrifugation at 20,000 g for 0.5 h.

2.3. Influence of pH on removal of bromoxynil
Deionized water was used to perform the removal experiments at pH 7, whereas few drops
of acetic acid were added to the stock solution of bromoxynil to adopt the pH to 3.
The removal experiments were performed as described above using HDTBP-Bentonite
complex.

2.4. Influence of Temperature on removal of bromoxynil
To measure the effect of temperatures on the removing process of bromoxynil, the
experiments described above were performed at 5, 17 and 40 + 2 oC using NCP-Bentonite
complex as a removing materials

2.5. Release of bromoxynil from organo-bentonite complexes
To insure removal of bromoxynil from water, the used organo-bentonites in the above
mentioned experiments were collected, air dried and used for bromoxynil extraction. In this
experiments the air dried organo-bentonites were transferred to test tube containing 5 ml of

Removal of Organic Pollutant from Water by Modified Bentonite 95

water methanol mixture as described in mobile phase (section 2.8). The test tubes were
transferred to an ultrasonic machine functioning at high speed for 3 min. the solution was
collected and additional 5 ml of water methanol mixture was added again and the same
procedure was repeated to insure maximum extraction. Concentration of bromoxynil in the
solution was determined as mentioned above.

2.6. Measurements of bromoxynil
The concentrations of bromoxynil in the supernatants were determined by Waters 717
HPLC with UV detector (detection wavelength 283 nm). Column: Nova-Pak C18 (inner
diameter 3.9 mm, length 150 mm), flow rate: 1 mL min-1. The mobile phase was
methanol/water 50/50 (v/v). The amount of bromoxynil adsorbed was calculated from the
depletion of the bromoxynil concentration in the aqueous solutions.

2.7. Data analysis
The removal data were collected as an average of 3 replicate and the standard deviation was
calculated and used as error bars to discriminate differences among treatments. Presenting
the standard deviation as error bar is the best method to determine significant differences
among adsorption isotherms. It is well known that overlapping of error bars indicating no
difference whereas small or extremely small error bars indicate significant difference.

3. Results and discussion
The cationic quaternary ammonium/phosphonium salts used in this study are solid
materials at room temperature, and surface-active agents (surfactant), The molecular
structures include an aliphatic part and/or an aromatic ring. In a diluted solution (< 0.1
mmol/g) the adsorbed amounts of surfactant on bentonite surfaces were nearly similar (Data
not shown), whereas as high added concentration (>0.5 mmol/g) the extent of adsorption
became a function with the size and shape of the surfactant. Large organic cations can
effectively displace inorganic cation such as Ca2+ and/or Na+ from mineral surfaces of clay by
ion exchange [17]. More detailed results are presented in El-Nahhal and Lagaly [16].
Removal of bromoxynil from water by different organo-bentonite complexes are shown in
Figure 1. It can be seen that the removed amounts of bromoxynil on raw Bentonite (clay) or
modified Bentonite with NCP and/or HDTBP, are: (14.63.65); (84.65 8.12) and (46.48
27.25) mg/g respectively.
The largest removed amount of bromoxynil was observed on bentonite modified with NCP
followed by HDTBP. The explanation of these results is that low removed amount using raw
Bentonite is due to the hydrophilic surfaces of Bentonite and hydrophobic nature of
bromoxynil. Modification of Bentonite surfaces with NCP or HDTBP may have created a
microscopic organic phase on Bentonite surfaces as in hexadecyltrimethyl ammoniumsmectite [18]. This situation may acts as a solubilizing (partitioning) medium for removing
nonionic organic compounds from water
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Figure 1. Removal of bromoxynil from water by different organo-bentonites. Error Bars represent
standard deviation.
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Effects of various concentrations of bromoxynil on the removal process are shown in Figure
2. It is obvious that at low concentration of bromoxynil, the removed amount by using
organo-bentonite complexes exceed 90% of bromoxynil from water, whereas at high
bromoxynil concentrations (25 mg/l), the removed amount of bromoxynil reduced to 48.02%
and 76.57% using Clay-HDTBP or Clay-NCP respectively. Using hydrophilic clay the
removed amount of bromoxynil did not exceed 8% and was not affected by the
concentration of bromoxynil.
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Figure 2. Influence of Bromoxynil concentration in the removal process. Error bars represent standard
deviation
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The explanation of these results is that at low concentration of bromoxynil the molar
concentration of the adsorption sites equal to 0.0096 meq/l. Under these condition, the molar
ratio between bromoxynil molecules and the adsorption sites is nearly similar. At a high
concentration of bromoxynil the molar ratio between bromoxynil molecules and the adsorption
sites tend to increase. Accordingly, the number of free adsorption sites tends to decease, under
this condition the removed amount of bromoxynil tends to decease. Furthermore, one can
realize from the data in Figure 2 that Clay-NCP is more potent than Clay-HDTBP for removal of
bromoxynil from water. The explanation of these results is that Clay-NCP contains an aromatic
ring in its chemical structure which may enhance the interaction between bromoxynil molecules
and Clay-NCP molecules. El-Nahhal et al., [19] demonstrated the efficacy of the chemical
structure in enhancing the adsorption of organic molecules from water. Under this condition,
hydrophobic interaction between the adsorbed molecules of bromoxynil and those in water
may be enhanced. Lagaly (1994) showed similar phenomena for HDTMA.
In addition, using different fractions of organo-bentonite for removing bromoxynil showed
optimal removal at low fraction of organo-bentonite complexes (Data not shown). The
explanation of these results is that at low fraction of organo-bentonite complex the
adsorption sites are diluted in the solution and available for interaction with bromoxynil
from water whereas at high concentration of organo-bentonite complexes the percent
removal tends to decrease due to possible aggregation of organo-bentonite complexes in the
water clay suspension. Accordingly, the availability of free adsorption sites is limited for
removal of bromoxynil. Consequently, the concentration of the adsorption site in water
should be optimized. It was shown that the best results were obtained at a very diluted
organo-Bentonite complexes (Data not shown).
Influence of pH values in the removed amount of bromoxynil from water is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. Influence of pH values in the removal of bromoxynil from water by Bentonite-HDTBP. Error
bars represent standard deviation
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It is obvious that the removed amount of bromoxynil at pH 3 is several times higher than
the removed amount at pH 7. The explanation of these results is that bromoxynil has an acid
dissociation constant pKa value of 4.06 [20], accordingly the degree of ionization in the
solution is depends on both the pKa value and the pH of the solution in which it is
dissolved, a relation described by the Henderson-Hasselbalch equation for weak acids:
pKa-pH=log [nonionized]/[ionized]

(1)

Employing Eq 1 at pH 3, one can realize that the nonionized fraction equals to 11.48
times higher than the ionized fraction whereas at pH 7 the nonionized fraction equals to
0.001 of the ionized faction. As obvious at pH 3 bromoxynil molecules remain in the
nonionized from (Hydrophobic form) and adsorbed directly to the organo-bentonite
(Figure 3) whereas at pH 7 bromoxynil molecules tend to be ionized (Hydrophilic form)
in this case it remains in the solution due to formation on anionic form (Figure 4). This
explanation is in accord with the higher removed amount of bromoxynil at pH 3
(Figure3).
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Figure 4. Proposed ionic forms of bromoxynil according to pH values.

The presented results agree with previous reports [21-22] who found high adsorbed amount
of bromoxynil in soil and wheat char at low pH.
Removal of bromoxynil at various temperatures are shown in Figure 5. It can be seen
that removed amount of bromoxynil is more pronounced at 17 oC than at 40 or 5 oC
(Figure 5).
The explanation of these results is that at a low temperature (e.g. 5 oC) the chemical potential
of bromoxynil molecules is reduced and the molecules tend to from crystals due to low
solubility in water (0.13 g/l, 20 oC). This agrees with the general concept of solubility in
chemistry. In contrast, at high temperature the system absorbs heat energy and an increase
in the chemical potential may have occurred. This step makes more bromoxynil molecules
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available for removal from water due to dynamic mobility in the aqueous solution. The
optimal removed amount appears to be at 17 oC.
Extraction experiments using ultrasonic machine showed that nearly the same amount of
bromoxynil that removed from water (Figure 1) was extracted from the matrixes used in this
study (Data not shown). These results indicate the efficacy of the used matrixes in removing
of bromoxynil. These results are in agreement with recent report [23] who showed that
bromoxynil was strongly encapsulated in organo-clay complex and used for slow-release
formulations under field conditions.
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Figure 5. Removal of bromoxynil at different temperatures. Error bars represent standard deviation

4. Concluding remarks
The study reveals that exchanging Bentonite surfaces with organic cations increases their
capacity to remove bromoxynil (organic pollutant) from water.. The rationale of this work is
that removal of bromoxynil from water can be enhanced by modifying the Bentonite
surfaces with NCP and HDTBP. The results showed that highest removed amount of
bromoxynil was obtained at pH 3 and at 17 oC (Figures 3, 5). Extraction of bromoxynil from
the used matrixes was nearly similar to the amount removed in Figure 1. The
environmental relevance of this work emerges from the fact that organo-bentonite
complexes can be used to remove organic pollutants from water and develop
environmentally acceptable herbicide encapsulation for safe application [24].

100 Pesticides - Advances in Chemical and Botanical Pesticides

Author details
Y. El-Nahhal1
Dept of Environment and Earth Sciences, Faculty of Science, Islamic University – GAZA,
Environmental Protection and Research Institute, P.O. Box 1175 Gaza, Palestinian National
Authority, Palestine
J. Safia
Faculty of Agriculture, Al-Azhar University, Palestinian National Authority, Palestine
Environmental Protection and Research Institute, P.O. Box 1175 Gaza, Palestinian National
Authority, Palestine

Acknowledgement
Dr Y. El-Nahhal acknowledges Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung/ Foundation Fellowship
Grant no IV-PAL/1104842 STP, Germany.

5. References
[1] T. D. Waite, P. Bailey, F. J. Sproull, V. D. Quiring, F. D. Chau, J. Bailey, J. A. Cessna.
Atmospheric concentrations and dry and wet deposits of some herbicides currently
used on the Canadian Prairies. Chemosphere. 58 (2005), pp. 693-703.
[2] Y. Cao, Y. Lu, S. Long, J. Hong, D. Sheng. Development of an ELISA for the detection of
bromoxynil in water. Environ. Int. 31 (2005),pp. 33-42
[3] J. Gabriel, J. Vekova, J. Vosahlo. High-performance liquid chromatographic study of the
aromatic nitrile metabolism in soil bacteria. J Chromatogr B Biomed Appl. 681 (1996),
pp. 191-195.
[4] M. K. Semchuk, H. H. McDuffie, A. Senthilselvan, A. J. Dosman, J. A. Cessna, G. D.
Irvine. Factors associated with detection of bromoxynil in a sample of rural residents. J
Toxicol Environ Health A. 66 (2003), pp. 103-132.
[5] J. Ma, W. Lang .Acute toxicity of 12 herbicides to green algae Chlorella pyrenoidosa and
Scenedemus obliquus. Bull Environ.Contamin. Toxicol. 76 (2001), pp. 347-351
[6] Sura S, Waiser M, Tumber V, Lawrence JR, Cessna AJ, Glozier N. Effects of glyphosate
and two herbicide mixtures on microbial communities in prairie wetland ecosystems: a
mesocosm approach. J Environ Qual. 2012;41(3):732-743
[7] P. Boyle. The Effect of environmental contamination on aquatic algae: in Algae as
ecological indicators, Shuberl L E ed., Academic Press, New York, 1984, pp. 237256.
[8] A.S. El-Safty, A. Shahat, M. Ismael. Mesoporous aluminosilica monoliths for the
adsorptive removal of small organic pollutants. J Hazard Mater. 2011 (in press).

1

Corresponding Author

Removal of Organic Pollutant from Water by Modified Bentonite 101

[9]A. Di Paola , E. García-López, G. Marcì, L. Palmisano. A survey of photocatalytic
materials for environmental remediation J Hazard Mater. 2011 (in press).
[10] P. J. Escalada, A. Pajares, J. Gianotti, A. Biasutti, S. Criado, P. Molina, W. Massad, F.
Amat-Guerri, A. N. García. Photosensitized degradation in water of the phenolic
pesticides bromoxynil and dichlorophen in the presence of riboflavin, as a model of
their natural photodecomposition in the environment. Environ Sci Pollut Res Int. 2011
(in press).
[11] P. Chelme-Ayala, G.M. El-Din, W.D. Smith. Degradation of bromoxynil and trifluralin
in natural water by direct photolysis and UV plus H(2)O(2) advanced oxidation
process. Environ Pollut. (2),2008, pp 155-168.
[12] F. Ogata, H. Tominaga, H. Yabutani, N. Kawasaki. Removal of estrogens from water
using activated carbon and ozone. J Oleo Sci. (12) 2011, pp 609-611.
[13] J. Heo, L. Joseph, Y. Yoon, G.Y Park, N. Her, J. Sohn, H. S. Yoon . Removal of
micropollutants and NOM in carbon nanotube-UF membrane system from seawater.
Water Sci Technol. (11) 2011, pp 2737-2744.
[14] H. W. Kuan, Y.C Chen, Y.C. Hu. Removal of methylene blue from water by gammaMnO2. Water Sci Technol. (4) 2011,pp 899-903.
[15] K. Zhang, Y. An, F. Wang, L. Lin, H. Guo. Experimental investigation on water
treatment by the combined nano MgO-nanofiltration technique. Water Sci Technol. (11)
2011, pp 2542-2546.
[16] Y. El-Nahhal, G. Lagaly. Salt effects on the adsorption of a pesticide on modified
bentonite. Colloid Polyemer Sci. 283 (2005.), pp. 968-974
[17]T. Polubesova, G. Rytwo, S. Nir, C. Serban. Adsorption of benzyltrimethylammonium
and benzyltriethylammonium on montmorillonite: experimental study and model
calculation. Clays Clay Miner. 45 (1997), pp. 834-841.
[18] S. Boyd, M. Mortland, C. Chiou. Sorption Characteristics of Organic Compounds
on hexadecyltrimethylammonium-Smectite Soil Sci. Soc. Amer. J. 52 (1988), pp. 652657.
[19] El-Nahhal Y.; Nir S; Serban S.; Rabinowitz, O.; Rubin B. (2001) Organoclay formulation
of acetochlor for reduced movement in soil. Journal of Agricultural and Food
Chemistry.49:5464-5371.
[20] H. J. Montgomery. Agrochemicals Desk Reference. second ed. Lewis Publ. Boca Raton,
FL. 1997
[21] Y. Yang, Y. Chun, G. Sheng, M. Huang,. pH-dependence of pesticide adsorption by
wheat-residue-derived black carbon. Langmuir. 20 (2004), pp. 6736-6741.
[22] G. Sheng, Y. Yang, M. Huang, K., Yang. Influence of pH on pesticide sorption by soil
containing wheat risidue derived char. Environ. Pollu. 134 (2005), pp. 457-463.
[23] Y. El-Nahhal, J. Safi. Micro-Encapsulation of bromoxynil with Organo-clays. Proc. The
4th International Water Technology Conference. The Islamic University of Gaza, Gaza
Palestine 2011, pp24
[24] Y. El-Nahhal, J. Safi. Removal of Pesticide Residues from Water by Organo-Bentonites.
Proc. The Twelfth International Water Technology Conference. Alexandria, Egypt.17111722. 2008

102 Pesticides - Advances in Chemical and Botanical Pesticides

